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and wdl undoublc*d : stay_that
way. He is a man very much-in
demand these days. Not for his
financial ‘wealth, but for the

cwealth of ideas he has had and

continies to have.

Not that John is anciedt, but
how many other 70 plog year olds
are being swooed ag actively as be
isTOA front page picturein o
Byracuse newspaper early last
month, o unanimous resolution
passed by the Onondaga County
legis > arging him-lo Jocate @
manufacturing plant in:Syracuse,
daily plione calls from important
people with invitations 1o social
activities, cullural events, lunch,
digner or just 1o inguire as to

1 Jahn's health, well being and
' needs, Not only that, bul the
Urban League of. Ommthm
- County has opened seversl inner-
= city learning centers in Syracuse

d named. tiem in Jobn's honor.
urrently there are five John

~ Dove Community Access Cenlers

may. have inﬁmtcd the computer,
John Dovc has Iou‘n,

He looks ynung, thmks young

in Syracube where youngsters

can, " .gel connected, navigate
- cyber space, commuriicate with

the warld, develop their potential,
have fun-aind learn, develop Useir
creativity, fearn teum work, stay
off the streets, and be safe,”

which is just exactly what John
Dove wants o do with his life and
for other lives, especially kids.

Particularly innercity kids.

Beyond his seientific bent,
John is also very much in demand
as.a motivational speaker, He tells
kids, *Itcan lone. T did "
John shows the kids how many
times his picture has heen‘in 2
newspaper, *You can’imagine,”

contimed on page 3
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he says, “how much it means to
iner<city kids to see my picture
i the paper, sad thenfor me o
Ll them that they can-do it oo d
can make them believe.” - How-
ever, John not only wints to moti-
vate mud ingpire inperscily people,
he wants to hire them oo, That's
why he's being ¢ actively pur-
sued by Syracuse and Onondaga
County, If John, indeed, builds a
plant to manufacture his newest
invention, he wants it 10 be in the
innercity and he wants to employ
innercity people.

The resolution passed by the
Onondaga County legislaturc in
August of this year, reads in part

“Whereas, Jolin Dove’s unsur-
pussed knowledge and experience
in the fisld of laser-optics has made
him a songht-after master of fmop-
ative technival depeloputents.

“Whervas, Jelhu Dove, a teorld
wide recognized authority on laser
optics, has embarked on-a tew
business venture- named Dove
Photenieg and has devtloped a now
product which-is-a semiconductor
fiber tight amplifier thal allows

smore-{nformation to be fransmitted |

al n tower cost, and has secured
exchusive vighis to supply the device
fo companies ke Corning and
MCH WeorldCom, for which e till
need & new mipnufaciuring focility.

“Whereas, i s the desive of

this tegislature to have John Dove
locats his facility in Quondaga
Counly. :

“Fherefpre be §t Reselped that
this legistatire encotirages Joln
Deve, President of Dove
Electronics to locate o Dyve
Fhatenics Mansfacturing facility
i Syrocuse, New York.”

Joh's reaction, quoted in the
Syracuse Post-Standard was,
“Wow. Jve never had-anybedy do
this forn

S0, is it a done deal?

Not quite yet. "So far,” John
says. “the people in Syracuse
have shown the mostinterest, but
there are other possibilities.”
First of all, fnvestors are needed,
Johinestimates that it.will 1ake
about 54,000,000 to gethis plant
up awd running, angd to start-pro-
ducing Dove Oplical Amplifiers.
Poteniial investors, and there are
apparently a sufficient number
standing in line, are awaiting the
results of some indepeadent test-
ing before they commit, Test
results are expected very soon,
Government funding might be
available, but John prefers private

money. He's got-sold on govern:
ment's ability to get things done
guickly or efficiently. -Not that he
- harbors any i1l will or grudges,
but his years with the.govern-
mentas an.employee of the Rome
Air-Development Center: (RADC-

easy or pleasant, John-retired
from RADC in 1983 after 30 years

naw Rome Laby weren't alwdyg”
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of distinguished, if not always
comfortahle, government service.

The story of how John Dave,
inventor, scienlist, entreprener,
technology developer, dreamer,
mativater, father and grandfather,
henefactor - {“ﬁmuid we add phil-
anthropist? *Ho, I-don’t have
conough money (o be one.") —
got from there (Kinston, North
Carpling) to here (Rome, New
York) is an interesting one.

“Life was a struggle for us
back-in Kiaston,” John reflects,
“but, my-parents emphasized
learning. Education was the name
of the gume for us”  Growing up
with five brothers and sisters.on.a
favmin Rinston, Nerth Carolina
was Gifficult Tor Joho and his par-
ents back in the 208 and 30s, The
Dove children were cncouraged
1o aspire to great heights. John
decided he wanted to bea doclor.
“Being a man of medicine, a doc.
tor, was the highest ambition a
kid could aspire to in those days.
We didnw’tknow-about engiueers

then,” John says, He wasn't all®

thitt sure he wanted to he 2. pl

cian, but it was a worthy goakand
inspired him to work hard in
schoal. - After graduation from
high school in the late '30s, John
woend off o college al North
Carolina. Agricultural and
Technigal, Thore wasa't cpough
money. available for him to finish,
and so after two and a hall years,
he Jeft-school-and joined the
Army, Heleft the Army after
theee years in 1949 andiwith the:
G Bill owent <o Columbia
University Lo study-math and
physics. John could probably

have gone 1o Switzerland 1o

study miedicine; but his mother
dida’t want him so farfrom home.
Turns out to-have been a very
good choiee. While hewas:in
school at:Columbia, Johimet a

beautiful FOURE ]ady 2.nurse.

from Arkansas wamed Zelder
Bernice Mitchell. l‘hey BIE T
ried in 1950 and were (ogether for
the next 30 years, Zelder suffered
from a painful, serfous Lidney aik
ment and. Jespite 2 kidoey trans-
pilant, suecunybed 1o the illness in
1983, John and Zelder had vne
danghiter, Susan, who i turo has
a daughter named Zayla, Susan,
who has degrees from Northeast
ern ~and -the “University. of
California (MBA), and her now
five-year-old daughter live in
California, wherg Susan is a con
tract specialist for LA Transit.
“She-moves people,” John says,
“while I'move information.”
Back: to 1453, WhenJohn
with hig bachelor's degree from
Columbiz in hand and lois of

ideas in his head, was hired as an.
engrincer by the federal govern.
“mentangd assigned: for the next

two years o the Braoklyn Army
Depot.. He's still not-sure exattly
why, but in 1855, John was reas-

Jolm 5. dupghter, Susan ut about one year-old, John says his gmud.
davghter Zuyle Jooked exacily tike Susan ab (s same age.

signed

to the Rome Air
Development Center (RADC) at
Griffiss Air Force Base in Rome,
Moew Yark. Tt was 44 yoars ago
and ‘except for a.period of three
years when he was on Joan.to
NATO headquarters-at the Hague
iit Holland, where he served as a
radarpxpert, John has been a
Roman,

= When John first showed up at
RADC, as:the second black bire
(Haywood Webb was the first),

"RADC offictals, sceording to John,
weren't anctly sure what {o

do with me.” So for- & while, John
was ihe only black i
Haywood Webb worked in dnotly
or RADC area on the base, "l was
hired for RADC in New York City.
while T was atthe Brooklyn Array
Depot, When 1 gotto RADC, tiiéy
justyecren’t sure what to do with

me, 01 ot an office, but no-spe-

cific assignment, For a while [just

sal in the office and answered
questions from other engineers, [
was ke consultant, a dogtor. |
was helping solve problems.” One

day a new (.ohmel came around.
and sawon

“iy the office. *Who

the hell is-he?” the Colonel want-

ed {0 know, When he didn’t geta

s building; -

real gaod«mswer, [ was maved
out of the office and assigned 10
another work area to help figure
out how to specd up the transmis-
sion of data which was being
done theo by the mechanical
punching of holes in a paper
tape.” A very, vory slow method.
*Use eloctronics, electrical
impulses, an electron beam,”
John suggested. “1 had been an X.
Ray-technician in the army and #
mide perfect sense to me, but pot
1o.them.*No, No,"they said, it

won't worl. *Yes, Yes," I said, it

will work.” 1 was sure it would,
Two civilian RADC scientists, Dr.

John Burgess and Dr, Joseph

Ryerson encour aged me. *Go
shead. Work on i1, they said, 1did

-nd that's what led me to come up

with the technology that ereated
1he compact dise.”

At cone point during his
research, Johin says he was old
y-other RADC oflicials 10 “STOP!
Look, we kpow you believe in
what you're doing, bt we don’t”
Further, he says he was instruct
ed to, "Keep working on your swit
time if you want {o. Take the
patent rights H you want.”

John kept-working on his the

ory that you could use tharumc
beams 1o record.and store infor-
mation. When John's dream was
perfected, he applied for, and
after nearly five years of waiting,
was awarded patents for the tech-
nology. At one poiot daring that
perind, some RADC people sug-
gested that John's research was
either “borrowed” or “faulty” and
he was confronted by an Al
Force officer. While John was
being questioned, another higher
ranking Air Force officer inter-
rupted the proceedings and told
the particpants that they were
wrong. “No,” e told them, “This
is 1bsululéiy Juhn work, No
question about it.”

Case closed, Patents granted.
Johin congratulated — and after
he retired in 1983, John received
a number of important RADC con-
tragts, allowing the government to
keep utilizing John's considerable
scientific talents.

Although his years as a gov-
ernmient scientist were oot always
staooth, Joln harbors o resent
ment vranger. “No,>he says, "1
can'i afford 1o feed that way, Tt tes
up too much brain power. I ean't

afford to waste any brain power or

time, Maybe once | did, but no
more. Harboring hostility is no
way 1o live,”

A man of quiet confidence
andd great abifity, John Dove con-
tinues to have “Faith in technolo-
wy. Faith in God. Faith in mysclt”

His faith is well placed.




